The TULIP of Calvinism is one of the most defining—and dividing—
doctrinal systems in Christianity. Southern Baptists have historically been
mixed on this issue: some are “Calvinistic,” others are “non-Calvinist”
(sometimes called “Traditionalist” or “Provisionist”).

The TULIP of Calvinism

TULIP is an acrostic summarizing the “Five Points of Calvinism,” which
arose out of the Reformed tradition.

1. T - Total Depravity

e Calvinist view: Because of Adam’s fall, man is spiritually dead. He
cannot choose God on his own. His will is bound in sin and he can only
respond if God first regenerates him.

¢ Non-Calvinist Baptist view: Man is sinful and cannot save himself,
but God enables all people through the Spirit and the Word to respond to
the gospel. They believe in free will—that a sinner can choose to accept or
reject Christ.

2. Unconditional Election

e Calvinist view: Before the foundation of the world, God chose
(elected) certain people to be saved—not based on foreseen faith, but
solely on His sovereign will.

¢ Non-Calvinist Baptist view: God’s election is conditional—based on
His foreknowledge. He foreknew who would freely respond to the gospel,
and those He foreknew He predestined (Romans 8:29). Salvation is
available to all, but only those who freely believe are saved.

3. Limited Atonement (also called “Particular Redemption”)

e Calvinist view: Jesus died only for the elect. His atonement was
specific, purposeful, and fully effective for them alone.

¢ Non-Calvinist Baptist view: Jesus died for all people (John 3:16; 1
John 2:2). The atonement is unlimited in provision but limited in
application—only those who believe receive the benefit of salvation.
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4. | -Irresistible Grace

Calvinist view: When God calls His elect to salvation, they cannot
ultimately resist. His grace overcomes their rebellion and brings them to
faith.

Non-Calvinist Baptist view: God’s grace can be resisted (Acts 7:51). The
Spirit draws all, but people can reject Him. Salvation requires a willing
response of faith.

5. P - Perseverance of the Saints

Calvinist view: All who are truly elect will persevere in faith to the end.
They cannot lose salvation, because it depends on God’s sovereign work.

Non-Calvinist Baptist view: Most Southern Baptists agree in eternal
security (“once saved, always saved”). The difference is in the why:

Calvinists say perseverance proves election.

Non-Calvinists say security rests on God’s promise to keep all who
believe, not on an eternal decree of election.

Key Differences Between a Southern Baptist Non-
Calvinist and a “Full-blown” Calvinist

1. View of Free Will

o Calvinist: Man has no free will in salvation; God’s sovereign choice alone
determines who is saved.

o Non-Calvinist Baptist: Man has free will to accept or reject the gospel
under the Spirit’s conviction.

2. View of the Atonement
o Calvinist: Christ died only for the elect.
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o Non-Calvinist Baptist: Christ died for everyone, and anyone can be
saved by faith.

3. View of God’s Election
o Calvinist: Election is unconditional, God simply chooses whom He will.

o Non-Calvinist Baptist: Election is conditional, based on God’s
foreknowledge of human response.

4. View of Grace

o Calvinist: Grace is irresistible for the elect.

o Non-Calvinist Baptist: Grace is available to all but can be resisted.
5. Security of the Believer

o Both Calvinists and most Southern Baptists agree believers are eternally
secure—but the grounding and emphasis differ.

Full-blown Calvinists emphasize God’s sovereignty to the point that
man’s choice is completely excluded.

Southern Baptist non-Calvinists emphasize man’s responsibility, that
while God provides and calls, each person must freely choose to
accept Christ.
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¢ Full Calvinist: Salvation is entirely God’s sovereign choice—man has no

role in choosing.

¢ Southern Baptist Non-Calvinist: Salvation is by God’s grace through
Christ, offered to all, and man must freely respond in faith.



