The Church Gathered, Gifted, and Going
Ephesians 4:1-5:2

Introduction: Last week we saw the risen glorified Lord Jesus walks
amidst His churches. He speaks to us, declaring that if we overcome we
shall receive rich rewards by His grace. He is glorified by glorifying His
followers. This morning as we read His words to the church of Ephesus and
Thyatira, we saw a central truth made known to each and every church of
all time: The risen glorified Lord of His church knows His church in all
their deeds.

When the church is disobedient knowing that God knows disturbs us.
When the church is faithful acting in loving obedience to her Savior, that
knowledge (that God knows) assures us. God’s knowledge of us gives us
confidence and courage to do all God commands us to do.

Today, as we look at Ephesians 4:1-5:2, we will see that 1) the Lord has
gathered His church in unity (4:1-6) and 2) the Lord has Gifted His church
for service (4:7-16) 3) so the Lord’s Church love their Lord and His people
and goes out to proclaim His saving grace to others (4:17-5:2).

1. The Lord has Gathered His Church in Unity (Ephesians 4:1-6)
A temple, a body, an heir is One. The pictures of the church we
saw in August embody the propositions Paul makes here in
Ephesians: 4:1-6. Note what the universal church— every believer in
Jesus Christ- shares.
1.1. The Holy Spirit provides unity and peace among ourselves
(4:2)
1.2 The Church is a single organism- one body (4:3a)
1.3 The Church has a single mission- “One hope of your calling”- to
glorify the God who redeemed us, to edify the brothers who go with
us, to evangelize the lost who need Christ.
1.4 The Church has one way of salvation- faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ as revealed in the Word of God (one faith)
1.5 The Church worships the One True Living God (4:3)
1.6 The Church has been baptized by the Holy Spirit when we as
individuals believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. All Christians partake
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of this “Baptism of the Holy Spirit.” John the Baptist prophesied that
Jesus Christ would baptize with the Holy Spirit (John 1:32-34). This
did not happen before Jesus died. Instead, Jesus promised to send
the Holy Spirit after He ascended (Acts 1:2,4-5,8). We then are
baptized by immersion in “believer’s baptism” as we obey Christ’s
command at the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). This
believers’ baptism is a physical picture of our identification with
Christ’s death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6:1-6). As we are
baptized in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we affirm
that the Holy Spirit has regenerated us, thus baptizing us with
Himself. The Holy Spirit then indwells us for the rest of our lives, for “if
any man have not the Holy Spirit, he is none of His.”

The conclusion we draw from our shared experiences as the church
of Christ is that together we should (Ephesians 4:1-3). The church
exists to glorify God and to help one another grow in godliness.
This requires humility, patience, and gentleness with one
another (4:2). It requires longsuffering with one another to keep
the peace (4:2-3). It requires that each of us as individuals “walk
worthy of the calling with which we are called.”

2. The Lord has Gifted His Church for Service (Ephesians 4:7-16)
2.1 The Lord has made provision for us to walk worthy (7-10)
To understand this passage, we must see the quoted passage in full.
Let’s see how our Sovereign has ruled in the past and will distribute
His provision to us as Psalm 68 says. Psalm 68:18 is quoted, but look
at our Lord in the context Paul took this quote from.
2.1.1 Psalm 68:1-7, First Stanza- a prayer for God to defeat His
enemies (1-2), delight His friends (3-4), and defend His followers
(5-6).
2.1.2 Psalm 68:8-19, Second Stanza- answered prayer. God had led
His people through the Wilderness amid earthquakes, manna, water,
refreshing them (7-9). This good news was experienced and
proclaimed (10-11). God defeated kings for His people’s sake (12-14).
God gave the Promised Land and dwelled there as victorious
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Potentate (15-17). As Lord and King God distributes gifts to His
people (18).
2.1.3 Psalm 68:20-32 Third Stanza: Praise & more Prayer God’s
work on His people’s behalf causes His people to praise Him and
rejoice in their salvation (19-20). Enemies will be totally defeated
(21-24). His people increase their praise from the smallest tribe of
Benjamin to the most powerful, Judah (25-27). His people pray for
continued victories and increased triumphs (28-32).
2.1.4 Psalm 68:33-35 Conclusion: A final anthem of Praise to
Almighty God with expectations of Blessing.

Now put this in the context of Ephesians 4:7-10. Jesus Christ,
God Incarnate, showed in the Exodus, Wilderness, and Promised
Land how He would gloriously lead, protect, and provide for us. His
defeat of Israel's enemies will be eclipsed by His defeat of AntiChrist
and Satan. He came to earth as Immanuel to wreak defeat on His
foes (10).We can expect Satan’s attack— and His defeat! We have
every spiritual blessing as our inheritance, for we are joint heirs with
Jesus Christ our Lord (Ephesians 1:3)! The One who is ascended to
the Father’s Right Hand (10) is the Mighty God riding the Heavens
whose strength is in the clouds (Ps 68:33-34). Let us expect God to
strengthen and empower us, as the Psalmist did (Psalm 68:35)!

Introduction: Part 2 Last week we saw that the Lord gathers His
people together into a single living organism, the church. We have
great unity in the Lord- “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” We have
One Triune God at work in the Son’s Bride, the Church, the temple of
the living God. We looked and saw from Psalm 68 that we are also
gifted by God as a Mighty Conquering Hero with the spoils of War.
God has indeed given gifts to His people far beyond our
comprehension (1 Corinthians 2:9). In Christ Jesus, we are blessed
with every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3). Now let’s see how God
has gifted the church not only lavishly (as we saw last week), but also
in the leadership He has provided for His church.
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2.2 The Lord has made people to help us walk worthy (11-14)
The Lord sent His apostles to proclaim His word and works. They are
the foundation. Some are especially equipped and successfully at
bringing the lost to the Lord, they are evangelists. Others are
equipped to comfort, advise, preach, and teach— these are pastors.
The Holy Spirit equips some to powerfully exhort the Scriptures in a
prophetic way— prophets. Some believe prophets, like apostles,
ended when the apostles died.

2.2.1 Church leaders equip and edify the body of Christ.

Church leaders have a responsibility to teach spiritual discernment so
that you can discern truth from error (4:12-14). We help you to grow
in grace and mature in Christ (15). We encourage each of you to do
your part (16). We have seen that Peter described pastors as “under
shepherds” of the Master Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Peter
5:1-4 cf. John 10; Psalm 23).

2.2.2 Church leaders do not work alone.

In Acts 6 we see that the apostles needed help. Their
responsibilities were preaching and teaching and praying. But the
church also had to take care of her own. Widows were being
neglected. How could this problem be solved? The apostles wisely
delegated service in the church to people the church chose. They
needed “men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom”
(Acts 6:3-4). This gave them the chance to focus on their
responsibilities while people in the church stepped up to get things
done. Paul outlined for Timothy in the pastoral epistle of 1 Timothy
3:8-13 the character traits of such helpers. As you review these
characteristics, you will see that the deacon is simply someone who
lives up to the standards God has given His people. A deacon is not a
“super Christian;” he is not perfect. But a deacon should be a man of
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integrity who is trying to live out his Christian life with sincerity to the
best of his ability. When he makes mistakes, he repents and seeks
restoration with God and his fellow man. Currently, Seoul Bible
Church has one deacon, Al Hendrickson. The needs here are great;
Al can not do all the work alone. In the coming weeks we will talk
about adding men to our deacon board to help our church move
forward and grow. Helping the church grow is the job of pastors,
deacons... and you, the church members!

2.2.3 The church is a body that needs every member to do what
God the Holy Spirit has equipped it to do!

3. The Lord’s Church Goes to the World with Christ’s Light
(Ephesians 4:17-5:2)
3.1 Remember not to return to your old ways (4:17-24). The old
way was bad. Don’t go back! In our Scripture reading from Titus 2
today, we saw that everyone needs to be doing their part— male and
female, old and young. All have a role to play in our interactions with
one another and in our growth in Christ!

3.2 Righteously walk among your Christian siblings and the
world (4:25-32).

3.2.1 Communicate with integrity and grace (25, 29, 28).

3.2.2 Calm anger quickly (26-27, 31). God commands us to be angry,
but not to sin. Once we get riled up, we must not let the sun go down
upon our wrath. | won'’t ask for a show of hands about how many of
us have gone to bed angry at our boss, our spouse, or our kids. This
is wrong. Anger easily becomes bitterness. Bitterness causes ulcers
to ourselves and others. It also grieves God’s Holy Spirit. Be angry,
but do not sin!

3.2.3 Commend your actions to God, so the Spirit is not grieved (30).
3.2.4 Kindness and forgiveness ensures the love of God is shed
abroad both in the church and in the world (32). All of this imitates
what God has done for us as we “walk in love” (5:1-2).
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Conclusion: As we pray that Jesus Christ helps Seoul Bible Church to grow
spiritually and numerically, this afternoon we are going to add to the count of
Seoul Bible Church members. Joel and Billie Na have come to Seoul Christian
School as teachers, and they desire to become members here at Seoul Bible
Church to fellowship with us.

Joel has also felt the call by God to the ministry; he graduated from seminary
at Bob Jones University. He will tell you of his call to the ministry. | have asked
him to join Seoul Bible Church as our intern so he can get further experience in
the ministry. After a year of service with us, we expect that we will be able to
discern God'’s call upon him and Billie to serve the church. If that is so, we hope
to ordain Joel as a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ— as a pastor—
following his internship. This follows the pattern of Timothy. Timothy grew up in
a Christian home. After he believed in Jesus Christ, his neighbors and people at
church recognized God was working in him. He joined Paul in ministry as a
co-worker (you could say an intern or trainee). Then Paul basically ordained him
to lead the church of Ephesus. Brother Na, please come and share your
testimony, then we will ask Billie to share her testimony. Following their
testimonies, we will vote for them to become members of Seoul Bible Church.
[Testimonies]

Voting members of Seoul Bible Church, you have heard the testimonies of Joel
and Billie Na . Our church constitution states that members must be believers
and have been baptized. Joel and Billie Na are baptized believers who desire to
be members of Seoul Bible Church and to abide by the terms of the church
covenant found in our constitution. Will all those members of Seoul Bible Church
who are in favor of accepting Joel and Billie Na as fellow members signal their
acceptance by raising their hands? Any opposed. Wonderful. After we sing we
will have fellowship with them during our fellowship meal and you can extend to
them the right hand of fellowship and your good food!
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