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Joel 2:18-24   Good Reasons to Hope    Falls Ch.       AM  9/14/2025 

 We reached the half-way point of the book of Joel. From chapter 1:1 until 

chapter 2:17, there was distress. Now from chapter 2:18 to the end there are the good 

reasons to hope, based on the promises of God to restore His people and their land. 

The second half of the Book of Joel is comforting, assuring and re-assuring, founded 

on God’s covenant love and God’s faithfulness to bless His people despite sin. 

Whenever we study the prophets of the Bible, we know that they can be 

understood to apply to an event during the lifetime of the prophet, and they can also 

refer to a future event beyond the lifetime of the prophet. We find that to be so in 

our study of the Book of Joel.  

One example from the first half of the book was the locust outbreak that did 

heavy damage, which acts as a precursor to the future judgment of the final Day of 

The LORD.  

The example from the second half of the book is the merciful blessing of God 

to restore the agriculture that was lost to the locusts, that also looks ahead to the 

future blessing of God to restore His people after great losses to sin. Specifically, 

that God’s Spirit brings blessing where there was wilderness. 

Since the Spirit is in us, we have good reasons to hope. Why? 

In chapter 1, we saw how Joel described a recent locust outbreak.  Then in 

chapter 2:1-11, we studied how Joel wrote of an even greater threat – the LORD God 

leading His own army, attacking in God’s wrath!  Building on that, in chapter 2:12-

17, we observed that Joel instructed the people to repent, and to worship.  We were 

summoned to answer two trumpet calls: the trumpet call to repent and the trumpet 

call to worship.  Now, in our study passage today of chapter 2:18-24, the prophet 

Joel motivated the people for both repenting and worshipping by instilling hope in 

them that the LORD will respond favorably to sinners who repent and worship. Our 

hope is that God will respond favorably to us. 

How can we have good reasons to hope? We hope in the God of Creation, 

who is also the God of Redemption. 

SI – the closest we experience a locust invasion is the ugly insects called 

cicadas. Every 13- or 17-years a remarkable event of nature happens - cicadas 

emerge from more than a decade underground. How do they keep track of time? A 

biologist at the University of Connecticut named John Cooley said that this is one of 

the “seven biological wonders of the world.” 

An insect ecologist at George Washington University named John Lill said, 

“Seventeen [years] is just an inordinately long time to keep track of anything…how 

an insect does it is pretty remarkable.” 

During their long stint underground, the insects sip at xylem sap, the nutrient-

poor but water-rich liquid that moves from a tree’s root tips up to its canopy. Each 
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year as a tree buds and blossoms, its xylem is briefly richer in amino acids. Cicadas 

seem to count to 17 drinks of the flow of sap. 

Another researcher added, “We know that’s what they count. Where they’re 

putting their little chalk marks on the wall, we don’t know. We really don’t 

understand how they’re keeping track of it.” 

Of course, you and I know the answer. The Lord our Creator God. 

Just as we put our hope in God to keep the sun and moon in rhythm, God also 

helps the cicadas to keep their rhythm. And this is the very same God who is faithful 

to respond favorably and graciously to us sinners when we approach Him. 

1. We have hope, because of the Lord’s compassion for us. (v.18) 

(v.18), “then the LORD became jealous for His land and had pity on His people.” 

In Joel chapter 2, the sin of the people was the sin of idolatry, the sin of 

breaking the First commandment – that we must have no other god besides The 

LORD our God. If they repented by turning from other gods to the one true and 

living God, and if they worshipped the LORD alone as God, then God would guide 

them in all areas of life. All other unrighteousness would be replaced with 

righteousness. 

The apostle John wrote it this way in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, [God] 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

The ancient prophet Joel wrote it this way in our passage, in verse 18, “The 

LORD…had pity on His people.” His people were sinning idolaters, his people were 

destroyed by locusts, and yet God had compassion on His people. That brings us to 

our first point. 

We are intended to assume that Joel’s preaching was successful. The people 

responded by gathering as a nation for fasting, lamenting, repenting, and joyful 

worship. The priest offered prayers on behalf of the repentant community. 

Between verse 17 and verse 18, there was a lag in time.  In that time, the 

people took Joel seriously, they turned from their sins, and they repented.  As the 

people gathered for a holy fast and a holy worship service, they had no grain that was 

needed for the sacrifice in worship.  They had no oil that was needed for the sacrifice 

in worship.  The only thing that they had was hope. 

The people could not congratulate themselves that they were so sincere, as the 

basis on which God would bless them. Rather, the emphasis at the start of verse 18 

and at the start of verse 19 was that the great agent of salvation was The LORD. God 

is a faithful God, faithful to His own covenant, and He is not deaf to the requests for 

mercy.  Verse 18 it is His land.  Verse 18, these are His people.  God was intervening 

to restore His land after the destruction caused by the locusts. God was intervening to 

restore His people after the destruction caused by their sins.  It was God who was 

disposed to send the locusts, and now it was God who was disposed to send a fresh 
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opportunity to go and sin no more. When either God’s land or God’s people suffered, 

it aroused the LORD to loving actions. 

 Back in verse 17, the ministers of The LORD were leading the people to 

approach God in worship, and right there between the vestibule and the altar, the 

ministers were weeping and praying, and their weeping prayer was, “Spare Your 

people, O LORD…” 

 In verse 18, the remarkable answer from God was that God took pity on His 

people.  God’s pity and compassion in verse 18 was a direct and specific answer to the 

serious and broken and weeping praying in verse 17, pleading with God to spare His 

people.  God showed compassion! 

 What God had offered way back in verse 12 proved to be true. God had said, 

“…yet even now return to Me with all your heart.” God said this in order to draw the 

people into their salvation, since God is gracious and merciful in His core character. 

That was stated in verse 13, “Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster.”  

Sure enough, the people prayed “Spare Your people, O LORD” and then the LORD 

spared His people! 

 What Joel had dared to hope back in verse 14 came true, “who knows whether 

God will turn and relent and leave a blessing behind Him?” That happened!    

 Hope was now further strengthened.  God did turn!  God did relent and bless! 

 One good reason to hope is that The LORD our God is a God of compassion. 

 In 2 Corinthians 1, the LORD our God is called “the Father of mercies.”  

2. We have hope, because the Lord turns barrenness into fruitfulness. (v.19-20) 

In order to compare verse 17 with verse 19, let us first go back and consider 

the prayer in verse 17 “…Lord, do not make your inheritance an object of scorn 

among the nations.  Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”   

 In verse 19, God answered that - “The LORD answered and said to His people, 

‘Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will 

no more make you a reproach among the nations.” 

 God gave them material blessings – grain, wine and oil. Whenever we come 

into troubles or seasons of barrenness, we remember the reasons for hope – such as 

God’s name being upon us!  Watch for this….the Lord our God is the kind of God 

who turns barrenness into fruitfulness. This is not a promise of wealth, but rather a 

promise of provision. We will have enough. 

Their lives were destroyed by the locusts.  

 In addition God gave them security as a blessing – Verse 20, “I will remove the 

northerner far from you, and drive him into a parched and desolate land, ….” 

 The northerner is poetic and prophetic, and can refer to multiple things - the 

locusts, the physical army from hostile nations, and the future army of God in the 
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final judgment. Whatever the threat, God gave them security as a blessing by 

promising to remove the threats and enemies! God would protect His people. 

 Both the locusts and the enemy nations represent the deeper enemy of sin. 

 Sin was limited by God – so that sin may not do permanent damage. 

 HOW?  THE CROSS.   

God sent His son to bear our sin on the cross, and that scene is the ultimate 

barrenness that was also turned into fruitfulness.  The Cross is THE GREAT SOURCE 

OF REVERSAL.  THE CROSS IS OUR RESCUE. 

 God’s Word through the prophet Joel brought conviction of sin by the work of 

the Spirit of God.  God’s Word and Spirit also brings news of forgiveness, cleansing, 

healing, new obedience, and new fruitfulness.  We have hope that we share the rescue. 

3. We have hope, because the Lord turns grief into joy. (v.21-24) 

 No matter how strong the enemies of God’s people seem, God protects His 

people. Verse 20 says, that the locust “…has done great things.” That was followed 

up with verse 21, that says “…The LORD has done great things.” As astounding as the 

locust destruction was, God’s work of restoration was even more amazing.   

Verse 21, “Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice, for The LORD has done 

great things!” 

 They are expected to utilize hope in order to transcend the dismal present by 

praising God now for the guaranteed future. Hope causes a deliberate reversal of the 

previous bad news. 

 Yes, the locusts arrived and ate everything. Yes, it looked really bad. 

However, they need not fear. And in fact, they were called to rejoice. In verse 21, the 

land itself was personified and Joel called upon the land itself to be glad and rejoice, 

for the LORD had in the past conquered greater problems for the land than the 

locusts gave them. 

 Verse 22, “Fear not, you beasts of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness 

are green; the tree bears its fruit; the fig tree and vine give their full yield.” 

After Joel called on the land to rejoice, now in verse 22, Joel expanded from 

there and Joel next called upon the beasts of the field not to fear!  It is poetic, and 

Joel is really talking to the people, saying even though the locusts did a lot of 

damage, do not worry about the land, the animals, and the trees.  Then, in verse 23, 

Joel turned from speaking to the land, and instead spoke directly to the people. 

 Verse 23, “Be glad, O children of Zion, and rejoice in The LORD your God, 

for He has given the early rains for your vindication; He has poured down for you 

abundant rain, the early and latter rain, as before.” 

 Joel turned to speak directly to the people, and coaching them to place their hope 

in God for the rains. For the drought-dry countryside, rain was to bring new growth.  

The brown and barren pastures were to be green once more. 
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 What about the word “vindication”?  It signifies a right relationship to God. A 

previous curse was to give way to blessing.  God’s action to transform the hearts of the 

people is in keeping with God’s action to also effect a restored spiritual harmony and 

even a matching agricultural transformation.  Whatever was hit hard by the plague, 

was now to expect to yield a bumper crop.  The rain yielding a harvest is not merely a 

physical benefit, but a symbolic verification that God has returned to His people, and 

His people have returned to God.  

The only correct response is to change their mood from fear and despair to joy 

and hope.  The language here evokes the well-known demonstrations of God’s mighty 

acts of old.  Joel was sensing that God was about to make history again with another 

wonderful work of grace. Great was the danger of the locusts, but the securing and 

restorative power of The LORD is greater still. As they contemplated the greatness of 

their God, their fear evaporated, and true hope took its place.   

 The people were learning to turn to the Lord for our only source of hope and 

joy. 

Verse 24, “The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow 

with wine and oil.” Consider the words full and overflow. Only someone with hope 

could envision fullness and overflowing when the place looked barren. Where was all 

this fullness and overflowing supposed to come from? Our mighty God! Blessings 

replace damage.  Joy replaces heartache.  Excitement replaces sick stomachs. 

 The LORD our God is the type of God who turns grief into joy. 

Conclusion:  This passage in Joel looks with rejoicing to the future time in which 

both the physical needs and the spiritual needs of God’s people will be fully met. 

God had promised, and God fulfilled His promise. 

 Christ Jesus fulfilled the promises when He came, died and rose again in 

order to meet the needs of God’s people.  Our sins have been cleansed and we have 

been secured as the children of God, and God’s Spirit has become available to 

young and old, male and female, slave and free. 

 Are we people whose lives have been damaged by sin the way that locusts 

damaged ancient Jerusalem? Has sin come in and stripped away every last green leaf, 

so that our lives seem like a spiritual desert?  If so, we need to return to placing our 

hope solely in the One who alone can make life sprout up to fruitfulness again. Only 

God can restore the blessings that sin takes away. 

Here is how Paul wrote it in Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be against 

us?”  That is really good reason, as long as we can also be assured that God is indeed 

for us. Paul went on in the next verse to assure us. Romans 8:32, “He who did not spare 

His own Son, but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also, with Him, graciously 

give us all things?” 

 That is the good reason to have true hope in God.  Because God the Father 

spared not His own Son for us.  God the Father gave His Son up for us all.  Since God 
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the Father would do that for us, then it is good reasoning to deduce that God the Father 

would also give us any other gift.  

 We do not need wealth to have true hope. We would like to have supper each 

day, but we do not crave wealth. We hope in Christ to give us what we need, and what 

we need is contentment with what we already have! Christ gives us contentment.  

 We do not need an easy life to have true hope. We would like to have only as 

much difficulty as we can bear. We hope in Christ to stand with us in our lives however 

difficult our lives become.  

 We do not need a Norman Rockwell family to have true hope. Hope changes 

everything. Hope is powerful. One young man was so torn up about his family that he 

developed a motto for himself, “Imagine the worst thing that can happen, and then 

expect something still worse to actually happen.” Do you know what that motto is? 

Despair. You know what hope in God changes our motto for ourselves, “Imagine the 

best thing that God could do for you, and then expect God to do something better.” 

 Paul expressed this for us as Christians in Ephesians 3:20, God is “…able to do 

far more abundantly than all that we ask or think…” 

 Past sins and previous losses do not warrant us to sink into depression.  We don’t 

assume that a complete restoration is too good to be true.  We rejoice wholeheartedly 

over the Lord’s own capacity and ability to restore by grace. 

 We do not need a pain-free life in order to have true hope. We do not pray for a 

pain-free life.  What we truly need and what we pray for is the grace to endure the pain 

we are experiencing. We need grace that never leaves us and never forsakes us. That 

is exactly what we have in Christ. We have every reason to hope. 

 Romans 5:2, “Through Christ we have also obtained access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” 
 


