
Daniel 2:14-16 
Pt 12 Daniels Great Question 
 
 I don’t know about you, but I am in a quandary about the times in which we are living, 
because I’m really getting amped up about the times in which we are living, but at the same 
time my heart is more broken over people’s lostness.  

So, I have this conflict going on in my heart, because I see the chaos, the confusion, the 
consternation that is going on in our culture and the society and the country and the world in 
which we live, and I can see that Satan is proving himself to be the god of this world, but at the 
same time I know that he is not THE God of this world.  
For the kingdom is the LORD’S And He rules over the nations.” (Psalm 22:28, NASB95)  
 But on the other hand,  I’m excited, and I’m getting more and more excited about the 
coming of the Lord with each passing day.  
 In spite of all the uncertainty that I feel about the times in which we are living and  in 
spite of all the political confusion and upheaval that is taking place right before my very eyes, I 
know that my God, is in control.   
 One of the things that crystalizes horrible state of our culture, the depravity of our 
culture are school shootings. 

 Over and over we hear about another school killing, by someone who is totally 
deranged, because of the very school system that they attended.  

It is the school system itself that feeds them this garbage that confuses them, and then 
these confused kids take a gun and starting killing others, they blame the guns when it is the 
school system itself that feed them this hogwash about who they are.   
 The problem with school shootings,  is the school system teaching their lies as truth, that  
turns these kids into hopeless, hallow, empty human beings.  
 There may be some school systems out there that are pretty good, but they are far and 
few in between, and the day is coming when the government will over take them.  
 Because of such atrocities and confusion, I believe more than ever, we as Christians need 
to understand the times and know how to live. Daniel is our guide.  
 There is a lot of emphasis today on practical godly living, marriage seminars, how to deal 
with your children, how to get along on the job, how to be good stewards of your money, and 
on and on.  
 No doubt we need to know how to live in the world, but that’s not enough. Here is 
where I think we are also making a big, big mistake. We only concentrate on teaching people 
who do deal with this life, in the here and now, as though that is all we need to know.  
 And while we need that, it’s proving to be shallow.  

Living in the here and now, has no real depth unless it is hitched to the future.  
 I’m not saying that living in the here and now  it doesn’t have value, but I’m saying that it 
doesn’t have depth, it doesn’t have real teeth, it doesn’t have real sustaining value unless it is 
secured to the future and which comes through Gods plan which comes through prophecy.  
 We need to understand the times in which we are living, but we need to see it in light of 
what God has planned for us.  
 In order to live securely now, means that we need to have absolute faith the fact that 
that God holds our future in his hands.  



 That is why Daniel is divided into two parts, the first six chapters deal with life in the 
here and now, and the last six deal with prophecy, God’s plan for our future.  
SETTING 
 Daniel is living under a totalitarian regime. Nebuchadnezzar is the dictator of the world.  
 It’s a one world government. It is not THE one world government, but it is a one world 
government.  
 Daniel is giving us a preview of what may very well may become our own reality in the 
next few years.  

This world has just about exhausted its ability to do evil, and that is especially 
demonstrated in the sexual perversion that we are witnessing today, we’ve gone just about as 
far as we can go in making all sexual perversion acceptable, and with the invention of AI and all 
of it’s potential for expediting evil, we are being catapulted toward the end times.  

AI is going to change reality. That is a game changer.  
 The final part of the end time puzzle that we need to be looking for is the extermination 
of the plague of Christians. Now, this isn’t something new and this isn’t something unheard of.  

History is full of examples of men who have tried to destroy Christianity. 
Why is it that Christianity is seen as such a threat? 
Because all totalitarian governments are led by godless men.  
The Bible is very very political, it has a lot to say about politics. Here is what Jesus says 

about ungodly totalitarian governments: “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into 
the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. “For 
everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds 
will be exposed.” (John 3:19–20, NASB95)  
 Ungodly, totalitarian leaders hate the Light. When you have ungodly men and women 
leading a country, they will hate Jesus, because Jesus exposes their evil, sinful, wicked deeds.  
 No political leader wants to have his actions exposed as evil, and so their only option is 
to eliminate Christians. People in authority hate being told that what they are doing is evil.  
 Our modern-day Nebuchadnezzar, whom the Bible refers to as the Antichrist is 
somewhere in the world, and just like Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon called for the arbitrary killing 
of all his magicians, conjurers and Chaldeans, so will the Antichrist call for the heads of every 
Christian.  
 He will have that kind of power. 
 Now, while Nebuchadnezzar had the power to kill whomever he wished, and did so on 
many occasions, God was not through with Daniel.  
 But what we are going to see this morning is that as evil as Nebuchadnezzar was, God 
still had plans for him and he still had plans for Daniel.  

God chose Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel as the means through which he would reveal his 
plans for the future of the world.  
 But there was a glitch in God’s plan, Nebuchadnezzar wanted to kill Daniel. I say that 
tongue in cheek, because we know that God doesn’t have glitches, and God actually set 
Nebuchadnezzar up and God used this situation to elevate Daniel, and he became second in 
command.  
VERSES 14-16 



 I don’t know about you, but when I read through verses 14 and 15, I saw what I I would 
call an incongruity.  In verse 14, it says that “Daniel replied with discretion and discernment”. 
The ESV says “with prudence and discretion”, and the KJV says “with counsel and wisdom”. 
 And then in verse 15 he gives his answer to Arioch and says “For what reason is the 
decree from the king so urgent”? 
 I don’t know what Arioch said to Daniel and his friends, but apparently it was something 
to the effect that he had to round up all the wise men right now, so that they could be executed 
as soon as possible.  
 The king had become impatient. He was annoyed with them because they had not been 
able to tell him what he wanted to hear, and he did what all tyrants and dictators do, they 
become irrational, impulsive and hasty.  

Power is Addictive 
Power is addictive. You may be listening to me and thinking that this doesn’t have 

anything to do with you because you aren’t powerful, you’re not a tyrant.  
Just hear me out.  
Power is addictive because once you have it you want to keep it. That is your human 

nature. That is why politicians keep running for office. They like power. They didn’t start out 
liking power, and they didn’t initially run to get the power,  but once you have tasted it, you 
want more of it.  

Once you experience power, the next question you ask yourself is, “how do I keep my 
power”? That is or sin nature.  

This is invariably true with all most if not all strong political leaders. It is human nature 
for leaders to one want to hear how good they are doing.  

There is a mutual understanding between a powerful leader and his staff, and that 
understanding goes like this: as long as their staff and their minions tell him what he wants to 
hear, and their leader is pleased with them, they are going to be able to keep their power and 
their positions, and so they will tell their president only what they know is going to please him.  

It is very possible that Mao Zedong didn’t know how badly his “Great Leap Forward” 
policies failed and how many millions of people died because of it.  

It is equally likely that what Putin believes is happening in the Ukraine is not happening 
in the Ukraine.  Putin is known for his brutality, and for his tyrannical power, and that he will kill 
people who don’t tell him what he wants to hear.  

Most tyrants don’t know the extent of the brutality of their own policies and if they do, 
they believe that whatever the results are, it is for the good of the nation.  

If you want to learn something from history, this is it, Tyrants and dictators, will do 
anything it takes to stay in power, and that includes threats against their staff, all manner of evil 
and oppression.  

That is our sin nature, that is what we do. 
All of us do it, not on the grand scale of being a national tyrant, but we protect our 

image with lies, and deceptions and hypocrisy.  
We want to keep our position before each other. We want to keep our standing, and so 

we don’t tell all the truth about what we have done.  
We all do things so that people will tell us what we want to hear.  



We want to hear the good things about us, we want to hear the good things that we 
have done. We want people to tell us how wonderful we are, how right we are, how smart we 
are, how beautiful we are, how good looking we are, and on and on.  

That is our sin nature talking to us. That is how self-centered we are.  
Fortunately for those of us who are Christians, who are saved and filled with the Holy 

Spirit, when that is revealed by the Holy Spirit, we can come to God in repentance and seek 
forgiveness and be forgiven, because we know that the blood of Jesus has paid for our sins. 

But if you are not saved, you have no forgiveness for your self-centeredness. Those 
things will bring upon you the judgment of God, and you need come to the cross and repent of 
your sin and put your faith in Jesus’ death for you.  
 For what reason is the decree from the king so urgent 
 Daniel then asked he question “For what reason is the decree from the king so urghent”! 

 That question houses Daniels “discretion” “discernment” “wisdom” “counsel” and 
“prudence”, depending on which version of the Bible you are reading.  
 I don’t know about you, but that question doesn’t seem to rise to the occasion of being 
deeply spiritual, wise, prudent, or discerning. 
 Frankly, it seems to be a rather, bland question.   

Daniel asked a “why” question. He wanted to know “why”. Why is “why” important? 
Because “why” questions can slow things down. When things are happening impetuously, when 
things are happening without thinking things through, things can go wrong real quickly. 

 Beloved, sometimes we can save ourselves a lot of grief, and regret and sorrow if we 
would just stop and ask ourselves why are we doing what we are doing, what are we thinking 
what we are thinking, why are we feeling what we are feeling, why are we planning what we are 
planning, why are we going to do what we are going to do.  

This “why” question was from God.  
Everybody here has done something without thinking about it, and it cost us, it cost us 

time, money, relationships.  
Not every time, but sometimes, we need to ask the “why” question.  

 So, Daniel, wisely asked Arioch a question “Why is the king being so hasty, or in a 
hurry?” Some versions say “why is the king being so harsh.”  
 As I look at the broader context here, I think that Daniel is offended that 
Nebuchadnezzar wants to kill all the wise men, before talking to him.  
 Daniel sees that what the king wants to do is unwise, imprudent decree. 
 It is very important for us to understand that Daniel is not saying that Nebuchadnezzar is 
being unwise, or imprudent or insolent, but that his decree is unwise, imprudent and insolent.  
 The king had not used all his options, because the king had not yet talked to Daniel.  
 Why was Daniel so bold here? Because of what we know about him from a previous 
passage: Daniel 1:19-20: The king talked with them, and out of them all not one was found like 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s personal service. As for 
every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his realm.” (Daniel 
1:19–20, NASB95)  
 Daniel knew that the hand of God was upon him, and Daniel had already established a 
repour with the king and everybody else in the king’s court, including Arioch.  



 Daniel was just asking for a fair shake. He just wanted an opportunity to talk to the king. 
 Why? Because of what we just read in chapter one, Daniel knew he had the gift of 
interpretation.  
 Daniel asked the question because he was confident of what God could do. His faith was 
in what God could do.  
VERSE 16 
 What did Daniel do when he appeared before Nebuchadnezzar? Daniel asked for time. 
Isn’t that interesting? Do you happen to remember a previous time when Daniel asked for time?  

Isn’t that exactly what Daniel did earlier with commander of the officials? Remember 
how he told the commander that he didn’t want to eat the kings food, and so he asked the 
commander of the officials if he could be tested for ten days and then at the end of the ten days 
he could compare him to those who were eating the kings food? 
 Only here Daniel didn’t have ten days, he had one night. The king granted his request, 
because Daniel assured him that he would have an answer for him the next morning.  
 Beloved, I think it is quite possible, and probable that someday you and I may be in 
Daniels position, albeit under a little different circumstances.  
 This is what Jesus said: and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My 
sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. “But when they hand you over, do not worry 
about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say.” 
(Matthew 10:18–19, NASB95)  
 Daniel asked to talk to the king, because he was confident that God would give him the 
answer to the kings’ problem.  
LESSONS 
 There a ton of lessons that we can take away from this passage.  
 One is, as I have just mentioned, Jesus said that the day is coming when we will be 
brought into before government authorities.  
 We are heading down the road of having godless government, and before the Antichrist 
comes, they are going to start singling out Christians as trouble makers and divisive, because we 
will not support immoral sexual activities, the killing of babies in the womb, and they will hate 
us because we will refuse to bow before them, and because we serve only one King and his 
name is Jesus.  
 When don’t need to be afraid of them when that time comes, because what we are 
going to say is that Jesus died on the cross for their sins, and that he was resurrected as proof 
that he has authority over sin, death and hell, and that he is coming back to set up his own 
kingdom.  
 Second, be prepared. Daniel was surprised but not shocked. You may be surprise when 
they come barging into your house, but you need not be shocked. Daniel knew how volatile the 
king was, but his faith in God prepared him for what was coming.  
 It was his faith in God that made him ask he question.  
 He knew that this was all a part of God’s will and he was confident in God’s will. 
 Things are going to catch you off guard, but you don’t need to be thrown into a tizzy 
when something happens that you didn’t see coming.  
 Your faith is in God’s will. 



 Third, sometimes you need to ask why you are doing what you are doing, and slow 
down, and take a deep breath. Is what you are doing really necessary? Don’t get caught up in 
things that waste your time.  
 Number four, you start preparing for the future, by confessing your sinfulness and 
repenting of any idea that you can help God, or do something good enough to merit 
righteousness and put your faith in what Jesus did for you on the cross.  
 You will spend eternity in heaven or in hell.  
 If you have not come to repentance, it is because you are full of yourself, and if God is 
showing you that you need to get on your knees and repent right now, and put you faith in the 
blood of Jesus.  
 Jesus paid for your sins and your sinfulness. He wants you to have eternal life.  


