




We believe Scripture teaches a 
pastor led, deacon served, 

congregationally governed model 
for a local church. 
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1. The congregation governs itself. 

A. It supports itself financially. 

B. It deals with its own matters.

C. It can and should work with other 
churches. 



2. The congregation exercises doctrinal 
authority. 

A. By overseeing membership decisions. 
1) Affirming a member’s confession. 

(Matthew 16:18-19)
2) Appealing to a member in correction. 

(Matthew 18:17-20)

B. By calling pastors to proclaim sound 
doctrine. 



3. The congregation participates in 
missional decisions. 

A. They partner with leadership to meet 
ministry needs. (Acts 6:1-7)

B. They confirm pastoral leading in matters 
of direction. (Acts 15)



A. The local church is God’s chosen 
institution for our age. 

B. Every member engages in Great 
Commission work.

4. The congregation does the work of 
the ministry. 



As the body of Christ, the 
role of the congregation is 
to hold forth the glorious 

gospel of Jesus in both 
word and practice. 
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