Roman Catholic vs. Biblical View of Purgatory and Indulgences

Doctrine

Roman Catholic View

Biblical View

Purgatory

A state of purification after death for
those who die in grace but are not
fully purified (CCC 1030-1032).
Involves suffering to atone for venial
sins (traditional/major view).

No biblical basis for purgatory.
Christ’s sacrifice fully purifies
believers (Hebrews 10:14). All sins are
forgiven in Christ (1 John 1:9).

Purpose of Purgatory

To cleanse/purge souls of temporal
punishment due to venial sins,
preparing them for heaven.

Unnecessary; Christ’s atonement is
sufficient (John 19:30, “It is

finished”). Believers go directly to

heaven upon death (Philippians 1:23).

Indulgences

Remission of temporal punishment
for sins through Church authority,
drawing from the “treasury of merit”
of Christ, Mary, and saints
(ccc1471).

Unbiblical. Salvation is by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone,
not works or Church mediation
(Ephesians 2:8—-9, Romans 11:6).

How Indulgences Work

Granted via spiritual acts (e.g.,
confession, communion, prayers) or
historically through financial
contributions (e.g., Pope Francis’
2013 World Youth Day decree).
Money for Mass for the dead

No equivalent; human works cannot
add to Christ’s finished work.
Assurance of salvation is through
faith alone (1 John 5:13), as we
examine our lives according to the
Bible (2 Peter 1:10).

Scriptural Basis

Relies on 2 Maccabees 12:39-46
(apocryphal), false interpretations of
1 Corinthians 3:13-15, Matthew
12:32, and sacred tradition.

Rejects apocrypha; trusts sufficiency
and authority of canonical scripture
(e.g., Hebrews 9:26, 10:11-14).
Salvation is complete in Christ, no
additional purification needed.

View of Salvation

Combines grace, faith, and works
(sacraments, indulgences) with
Church mediation for salvation and
purification.

Salvation by grace alone through faith
alone in Christ alone (sola gratia, sola
fide, Solus Christus). No Church
mediation required (1 Timothy 2:5).

Role of the Church

Acts as a mediator, dispensing grace

through sacraments and indulgences,

with authority from the Pope
(Ccc 1478).

The Church is the body of believers,
not a mediator. Christ is the sole
mediator (Hebrews 7:25).

Assurance of Salvation

Uncertainty. Plus, fear of potential
time in purgatory; indulgences
reduce temporal punishment.

Full assurance of salvation through
faith in Christ’s completed work
(Romans 8:1, “no condemnation”).







