Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
Worship That Truly Fears God
Tuesday, September 23, 2025 - Read Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Questions from the Scripture text: How should one walk (v1)? When he goes where? What should one draw near to do? Instead of to give what? What do fools not know that they are
doing in the public worship? What mustnt the worshiper be with his mouth (v2a)? What else must he keep from being hasty (v2b)? Before Whom? Why—where is God, and where are
you (v2c)? What does this mean about who should do the talking? What style of worship should result (v2d)? What should worship not be like (v3a)? And what would many words identify
you as (v3b)? What should one make unto God in worship (v4a)? But then what must he not do with reference to that vow? What would it make you, to vow to God but then delay to pay it
(v4b)? And what is His view of fools in His worship? So, what must you do (v4c)? Even though the vow is an act of worship, what does v5 say about doing it, if you don't pay? What must
you control in worship (v6)? Otherwise, what might your mouith do? Before whom might you make what foolish statement? How would God respond to your voice, and your worship? What
type of worship is vanity (v7)? What must be the substance of worship instead?

How should we worship? Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 looks forward to the call to worship in public worship on the coming Lord’s Day. In these seven verses of Holy
Scripture, the Holy Spirit teaches us that we should worship with obedient actions, humble attitude, and life-application.

Throughout the book, and especially in chapter 4, we've been seeing how the knowledge and experience of God is so necessary for life to have lasting purpose and
goodness. It is in the worship of God, and especially the public worship, that we are renewed in our knowledge and experience of Him.

But it is not merely attendance at public worship that is necessary, but proper conduct. If we go to public worship and make it all about what we are offering, we
do not treat Him as truly God or the speaking God. And those who worship thus must inevitably go astray. This passage, then, teaches us how we should worship.

Worship with obedient actions. So, we must especially worship “at the house of God.” And, we must walk prudently—literally “keep your steps”—when we
worship. Itis in hearing that one draws near to God. If we think we are bringing something to enrich Him in some way, then we will be fools. When we worship
God in the way that He has said, we draw near to Him by the means that He has provided. But, when we worship in the way that we invent we “do evil” without
even realizing it.

Worship with a humble attitude. There are many pitfalls when we come to worship with the idea that we are going to be the primary actors or givers. Again, since
God is truly God, it follows that He would be the primary Actor and Giver in worship. He is not like the idols that have mouths and do not speak; therefore, we
must come “to hear” (v1). This means that we shouldn’t be rash with our mouth (v2a), or hasty with our heart (v2b). Itis a natural reflex of the flesh to be overly
forward in worship, but it honors God as in heaven, and infinitely above us who are on earth (v2c), for our words to be few (v2d). We should desire for our
worship to be reality, not dream (v3a), so our worship should be full of His activity, rather than ours. And, we should desire our worship to be wise, not foolish
(v3b), so our worship should be full of His words, rather than ours.

Worship with life-application. Finally, a significant part of worship is the commitments that we make to God within it. It is expected that we will make vows to
God, but it would be worse to make them and not pay them than if the vows were failed to be made at all (v5). So, we must be sincere in what we promise, and
faithful to follow up (v4), rather than protesting to God’s messenger (v6).

Worship is not a neutral thing. If it is done wrongly, noy only does God take no pleasure in it (v4), but He is positively angry at it. “Angry at your voice,” v6 literally
says. Rather than receive such worship, or even ignore such worship, He responds to it by destroying what we have produced (v6b). Thus, we would find
ourselves in the grievous position of discovering that even our worship was vanity (v7a), despite its frenzy of activity or words.

Worship with obedient actions, humble attitude, and life-application can be summarized in two words: fear God. Treat God as God, and remember that you are a
mere man.

Where do you attend public worship? Who has invented the actions that take place in the worship there? How does the amount of man’s words and
activity in that worship compare to the amount of God’s words and activity in that worship? How does your heart's engagement in that worship reflect
humility and quietness before God? What is your habit for making vows to God in the worship? What is your habit for quick, faithful fulfilment of those
vows?

Sample praver: Lovd 1hank You for gathiering us +o Your house for worship. By Your Spirit; grant Hhat we would dvaw near +o hear. (give us +o worship You
aceording +o Your commands, rathier tan our creativity, lest we offer evil worship withont even réafizing i Wlake us slow +o speak before You, with our mouths
and even with our hearts. For, You are in heaven, and we are on éarti. So, let 1his worship be about Your activity and Your words, rathier than about oar activity
or our words, Stir us up +o make proper vows +o You from our hearts, and +o keep hose vows faithfully in our ives. Thus, grant wito us +o worship in +41e fear of
God, we ask Hiromgh Christ, AMEN!

Suggested Songs: ARP22C “I'll Praise You in the Gathering” or TPH212 “Come, Thou Almighty King”
—

Pastor's devotional emphasizes the importance of approaching worship with reverence and intentionality, highlighting that true worship
involves not only the right actions and attitudes but also a commitment to follow through on vows and promises made to God. Drawing
from Ecclesiastes, the message cautions against rash words and hasty commitments, asserting that genuine worship involves mindful
engagement with God's Word, a reserved and receptive heart, and a willingness to apply spiritual truths to daily life, ultimately fearing God
and recoghnizing that His works endure while fleeting pursuits prove vain.




