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Brothers and Sisters in the Lord: Today you will see the formal beginnings of the nation 
of Israel.   
 
But keep in mind Israel was a means to an end. Israel was not the end in itself.   
 
Israel was the means by which God would secure the line of promise from which Christ 
would come to die for the sins of the world.   
 
We know Israel was the means to this end because Israel was formed by a foreigner. 
God simply chose Abraham and told him that in him all the nations of the earth would 
be blessed.  
 
After God made that promise to him, then God formed Israel.   
 
Today you will see the line of that promise, starting with Abram’s family, and then hear 
the covenant command God gave him. 
 
Our headings are:  
The Line of Promise 
The Law of Promise. 
 
Our goals are:  That you will learn of the foundation of God’s covenant with you, that 
you will see the importance of God’s covenant with you, and that you will be motivated 
to fulfill the terms of the God’s covenant with you. 
 

The Line of Promise 
27 This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran. Haran begot Lot. 28  And Haran died before his father Terah in 
his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29  Then Abram and Nahor 
took wives: the name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of 
Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and the 
father of Iscah. 30  But Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31  And 
Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, 
and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they 
went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of 
Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there. 32  So the days of 
Terah were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran. 

1. Adam, Noah, Shem, Heber, Terah, then Abram…marked an unbroken line; God was 
keeping his promise of redemption.   



Many in this line were no-good fire worshipping idolaters. More, Ur of the 
Chaldeans is specifically mentioned because God would later destroy these idol 
worshipping lands. Chaldeans were also called Babylonians.  

 
2. From this line was Abram who married his half-sister, Sarai.   
 

While marrying close relatives was not good, it was still better to marry a close 
relation in the covenant than to marry with the wicked from out of the 
covenant.    
 

3. Now Abram (who name meant “exalted father”) had no children for Sarah was 
barren. 
Probably as a consequence of marrying of close relations there were physical 
problems in the offspring, one of which might have been barrenness.  
 
But that is just speculation.  
 

4. What is striking about this line of promise was that Terah, Abram’s father, started 
heading to Canaan with Abram, but for some reason stopped and built and settled 
in Haran, probably because of his unwillingness to go.   

 
But God did not force him to go to Canaan, but waited for a more willing heart in 
Abram. 

Joshua 24:2  And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD 
God of Israel: `Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and 
the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side of the River in old 
times; and they served other gods. 
 

 We also know that Laban, Terah’s grandson, continued to keep and worship idols in 
Mesopotamia. (Genesis 31) 

 
5. Lessons: 
 a. Sarah’s barrenness appeared to have been a calamity, but her barrenness was 

part of God’s plan to teach his people that salvation was all of him.  God makes the 
dead alive.  

 
So don’t hate on God when you have troubles or don’t get what you want. He still 
has a purpose behind every trouble. 

 
 b. Nothing stops God from accomplishing his purposes!  Let this encourage you to 

keep living for God and fighting for him, whether you have sickness, loneliness, 
broken relationships, or poverty. 



 c. God uses weak men to accomplish his purposes. He knows you aren’t perfect.  
Don’t let sin make you feel inadequate and stop you from doing good. 

 

The Law of Promise 
1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From 
your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show 
you. 2  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your 
name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3  I will bless those who bless 
you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed." 

1. God required that Abram leave his past life…a life of idolatry…to leave Ur of the 
Chaldees, leave the fire worshipping people.   

 
(Ur means “fire.”).  This was a clear and concise call to Abram, as Stephen testified 
before his execution. 
 

Acts 7:2  And he said, "Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory 
appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before 
he dwelt in Haran, 3  "and said to him, ‘Get out of your country and 
from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.’ 
 

 To emphasize this was God’s doing, not Abram’s, Isaiah wrote… 
 

Isaiah 41:2  "Who raised up one from the east? Who in 
righteousness called him to His feet? Who gave the nations before him, 
And made him rule over kings… 
 
Isaiah 51:2 2  Look to Abraham your father, And to Sarah who bore 
you; For I called him alone, And blessed him and increased him." 

 
2. God demanded that Abram follow the path he had marked out for him and leave all 

his bad influences behind!   
 

Would Abram have loved his family and friends? Sure!  But God demanded a 
greater love from Abram.  God wanted him to be willing to give up temporal 
comforts for eternal comforts.   
 
Abram was now an old and settled man (75 years old) and might have wanted to 
spend his last days in quiet relaxation.   
 
But he was called by God to give up things (100 more years) he might have 
cherished for his and his descendants’ good. 



 It wasn’t that Abram knew where he was going…but he knew the God with whom 
he was going.   

 
3. This applied to Sarai as well, for as much as she might have wanted to stay close to 

her family, love for God drove her. 
 

She had that confidence Apostle Paul: 
 

Romans 8:18  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

  
4. Their mission can be illustrated in how military ships are often sent out with sealed 

instructions…instruction they are only to open when they are at a certain place.  
 

They must trust their superiors.  So Abram and Sarai trusted in God. 
 

3. In order to encourage Abram and Sarai to go (though God’s command was enough) 
God described the blessing that would follow Abram and his family if they 
followed his law.   

 
These were mostly future blessings.  So you see that Abram was not living for 
the “now” but for the “future.”  
 

 a. God would take Abram from his tribe and make him into a great nation.  The 
one who was confirmed childless would have many, many children. This blessing 
continued to Isaac. (Genesis 26)  

 
This blessing continued to Jacob. (Genesis 26)  
 
And it continued down the line to Jesus. 

 
 b. God would make Abram’s name great. People would pray they would be like 

Abram and praise God for raising them up. 
 

1Samuel 2:8  He raises the poor from the dust And lifts the beggar from 
the ash heap, To set them among princes And make them inherit the 
throne of glory. "For the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, And He 
has set the world upon them. 
 

c. God would cause Abram to be a great benefit to others; he would bless others.   
 
Not only was he a receiver of blessings, but a dispenser of blessing also. Of course, 



the blessings were not because of Abram’s great wisdom in raising animals or 
children, but rather it was believing in the same Savior as we. 
 

 d. God would bless those who supported Abram. Any service done to Abram’s 
people; even a cup of cold water was rewarded.  

 
Deuteronomy 28:2  "And all these blessings shall come upon you and 
overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God: 
 

e. God would curse those that did not support Abram. Ishmael and Hagar were 
excommunicated for mocking Isaac. 
 

Numbers 24:9  `He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, 
who shall rouse him?' "Blessed is he who blesses you, And cursed is 
he who curses you." 
 

 f. The whole earth would be blessed on account of Abram. This promise crowned 
all the other promises; it pointed to Jesus! 

 
Galatians 3:16  Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises 
made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of many, but as of one, 
"And to your Seed," who is Christ. 
 
Luke 19:9  And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this 
house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 
 
Zechariah 8:23…`In those days ten men from every language of the 
nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, "Let us go with 
you, for we have heard that God is with you."'" 
 

 This was referring to spiritual, not military blessings. Jesus would cause all nations 
of the earth to be blessed.  

 
Galatians 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29  And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. 
 

4. For Abram to take this step to leave his family behind, he had to have faith – faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

 
His faith had to be seen in obedience.   



Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out 
to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went 
out, not knowing where he was going. 

 
5. And Abram had to make sure this faith in the coming Savior was passed on to his 

children. 
Genesis 18:19  "For I have known him, in order that he may command 
his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the 
LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to 
Abraham what He has spoken to him." 
 

6. Lessons: 
 a. God’s call for man to repent is not a form of begging.  
 

It is a command. It is a command for man’s own good, but it is a command.   
 
This is why Jesus told his disciples to compel people to come to the marriage.   
 
He knew if they did not come to the great marriage, they would die and go to hell 

 
 b. Be wiling to leave bad friends (even polite ones) and bad influences behind to 

do what God wants.  There is no good from keeping bad company.  
 
It is way easier to follow the way of sin than the way of service.  
 
If you love holiness, you must be separated from sin. 

 
Matthew 5:29  "If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast 
it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members 
perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 
 

 If friends only talk about money, or movies, or vacations, you will start emulating 
the same things.  Those things will become a priority for you and you will start 
living for them.  

 
 c. Sometimes the blessings you are promised you will not immediately see.  Your 

children may or may not see them. You might only see them in heaven. 
 
 d. God has a plaster for every sore. Trust him.  He will care for you in all troubles. 
 
 e. Whatever you accomplish in life, it is because of the work of God in Christ, not 

your goodness. 



Conclusion: 
Abram was called out of the darkness of fire worship into the light – the Light of the 
World.  That Light never left him. John 8.   
 
God then promised the whole world would be blessed with that Light on account of 
Abram.  
 
Abram followed God by faith. He heard God’s voice and trusted him.  He knew God was 
trustworthy. 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  
 
1. God loved you and kept that Line of Promise open, against human odds, so the 
Promised One could come to die for your sins.   
 
He came as your prophet, to speak God’s truth.  
 
He came as your priest, to die for you.   
 
He now rules you as your king, to protect you.  
 
That is true love!  
 
It was Abram’s honor to be Christ’s father by nature; it is your honor to be his 
brethren by grace. 
 
2.  Learn how to live in this Line of Promise.  Learn from Abram’s example of true 
faith.  When faced with uncertainty, don’t doubt.  Obey.  
 
If God says it, believe it. You certainly face uncertainty when you look at the world in 
which your children are being raised…or uncertainty when you get married…or 
uncertainty when you start a new job… 
 
But keep your faith in him!  Love him.  
 
Matthew 12:50  "For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and 
sister and mother."  
 
Lead others to him. Sing his praise. 
 
Finally, only through Jesus are you restored into right relationship with God.   
 



If you desire to please God, ask him to save you and make you part of Christ’s family so 
you can bring glory to him.   
 
He will take away your sins because of Christ and adopt you as his child. 
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